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TRINITY

‘. TRINITY TIDINGS

Believing in Christ, we are called to grow and sent to serve.

Thinking Out Loud With Pastor Josh

This one time, at band camp...My buddy Rob and I had a dorm
room facing west. We were assigned a room on the third floor,
maybe. It felt high to see more horizon over the houses. We were in
our room and it was late when a storm started rolling in.

Something I enjoyed doing was listening to classical music during a
storm. The lightning and thunder would sync up in my brain with the
instruments, it all made sense. I told Rob about it and we cued up
something from Mozart I think, grabbed chairs, and watched the
action.

The lightning got closer, and the thunder began to rumble the
building. Not much, just a little, in that mildly ominous way that
heightens the senses and compels some Midwesterners to run outside
for a better view.

Right below our building was a parking lot, mostly empty with a
stray car or two. There was a street light on a post, hanging above
the far side of the concrete. Besides that and the house lights
scattered beyond the campus, it was fully night.

The lightning kept coming at a faster pace and the thunder was
barely waiting a Mississippi before it shook our walls. It was a
fantastic show.

Then, it hit. So deafening and powerful that Rob and I were knocked
back in our chairs. So close that our ears were ringing for a few
seconds and everything was bright. A bolt of lightning struck the
light pole across the lot and filled our room with light. It was
awesome. We were thrilled to be that close to that much energy and
probably told the entire camp by the end the week. I think of it every
time a storm hits.

What does any of this have to do with God or church or faith? I
don’t know, beyond knowing that nature is fascinating and God
creates all things. Storms bring life as often as they threaten it. Our
world is remarkable and worth enjoying. I hope you get a chance to
watch Creation unfold around you this summer, and remember that
you are loved by God even more than all you see and hear.

Trust in God’s Grace.
Pr Josh Ehrler
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The Month of July

Worship At Trinity

Gathered to God
% Across the summer, our primary Bible books
W rm will be the gospel of Matthew and Paul’s letter
%“f to the Romans. Each week we’ll imagine these
5{' two missionaries in conversation as Matthew
is trying to develop a community and Paul is
connecting new voices with God’s grace. Across both books
we’ll hear familiar phrases and ideas about God in our lives that
are often in our songs and prayers. Please note our worship
schedule, as several dates have been altered.

Trinity Reads the Bible
Paul & Matthew Have a Chat

We continue reading through parts of
Paul’s letter to the Romans and Matthew’s
gospel. Following the theme of worship,
we’ll compare these two books, discovering what makes each
unique. Paul wrote his letter roughly 30 years before Matthew,
even though Matthew appears first in the Christian Writings.
How do their words impact the way we read each of these
important books?

Joint Outdoor Worship Schedule

July 26, Sunday, 10:00 a.m. at LOMC with Potluck
NO Saturday Night Service

Sept 20, Sunday, 9:30 a.m. before Community Block Party
NO Saturday Night Service

Our next Joint Outdoor Worship
is Sunday, July 26, at Lutheran

¢l Outdoor Ministries Center.

l Worship begins at 10:00 a.m. (a
little later than our normal start
time) at a large shelter in the low-
er part of camp. It’s easy to find and we’ll have greeters sta-
tioned at critical points so that you know where you’re going.
After worship, we share a potluck meal; bring your plates/
utensils and your appetite. You can also bring lawn chairs,
though there is plenty of picnic table seating. LOMC is located
at 1834 S IL Hwy 2, Oregon, IL. NO WORSHIP Saturday, July
25.

Trinity’s
Core Values

. We believe Jesus Christ is

our Savior and Lord.

. We are a faith community

striving to create a safe
space inclusive and
accepting of God’s people,
regardless of race, gender,
orientation, age, or status.

. We learn as we teach,

sharing our faith and being
an example of Christ in our
community.

. In partnership with our

Lutheran synod,
neighboring congregations,
and civic organizations, we
enrich the quality of life of
God'’s people through our
resources, time, and skills.

. We offer worship

experiences centered on
God’s Word and the
sacraments of Baptism and
Holy Communion.

. We remain open to new

opportunities and to
experiencing new
perspectives.

Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

God’s work. Our hands.

Worship in-person: Sat. 5:30 p.m.; Sun. 9:30 a.m. | Worship online: YouTube; facebook.com/ticmm; www.trinitymmil.net




News
And Learning

Vacation Bible School (VBS) -
Rainforest Falls!

DATE: July 13-16, 2026

TIMES: Check-in at 8:30 a.m.;
VBS starts at 9 a.m. & goes until §
12 p.m.

WHO: Any kids entering kindergarten through 6th
grade.

Beneath a canopy of chattering birds and howling
monkeys, kids plunge into a lifelong adventure of
discovering the nature of God. They’ll explore what
it means to be rooted in a relationship with God,
their creator, a safe place in life’s storms.

Trinity folks and friends, we need you! There are
many ways to help with VBS, from leading a
service project or a group of kids to donating items.
We need all hands on deck for our community.
Please let Melissa know how you can help!

HOW TO REGISTER: Scan this QR
code to register or sign up to help.

School Supplies Needed by
Sept. 4

It’s time to collect items for
Lutheran World Relief

w7 (LWR) school kits, and our
/ local school. Collection
barrels are at the entrances,
and there’s a handy reminder card on the tables to
take with you when shopping. You can also find the
list on our website www.trinitymmil.com.

,,,,,,

Monetary donations are also welcomed if you
don’t want to do the shopping. Please note “School
Kits” and place in the offering or church office by
July 20.

Thank you for your generosity.

Highlights from the June 2026
No. IL Synod Assembly:

Trinity sent two voting members, Catherine Lee and
Brenda Higley, to our 2026 Northern IL Synod
Assembly at Augustana College June 12-13. Along
with Pastor Josh and about 400 other Lutherans, we
heard about a wide variety of ministries happening
across Illinois and the country. Our speakers were
ELCA Secretary the Rev. Cecee Mills and the Rev.
Dr. Laurie Skow-Anderson, retired bishop of
Northwest Wisconsin synod. One resolution as passed
calling all congregations to celebrate Creation using
worship elements developed in the synod.
Constitution amendments were affirmed by the
synod, and a new Vice President of the synod council
was elected. Bishop Fidlar laid out a new synodwide
initiative to encourage every congregation to
evaluate, study, and develop their unique identity. It
was announced that 94% of congregations had been
visited by Bishop or synod staff in the past year, a
tremendous success at outreach and connection (those
that had not yet been visited were promised a phone
call). There was good business and a lot of joy shared.

Retired Pastors Honored

We are grateful for the retired pastors who are
members of our congregation. Two of our members
were recognized at the June 2026 Northern IL
Synod Assembly for their years of ordained ministry
in the ELCA: Rev. Roger Hurlbut, 40 years; Rev.
Frank Lay, 50 years. Congratulations and thank you
for your faithful service.

No Worship on Saturday, July 4

Council has decided to not offer worship
] on Saturday night, July 4, in order for
4“‘le everyone to participate in the Let
Freedom Ring festivities happening
throughout the day and evening. There will be
worship on Sunday, July 5, 9:30 a.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church | Mt. Morris, IL 61054



Works of Trinity

I, we are

called

Reflect - Pray - Give
Built by Christ With Many

While doing some cleaning in the church building, folks of Trinity found some old display boards from the
50’s, the purpose of which is unclear. Each has stats that were important enough to graph, some by hand, and
hung for the church membership to see at that time. One is labeled “How We Gave For Benevolence Only
1956.” Again, not knowing the reason the chart was made or what exactly benevolence meant to the church
in 1956, one of the takeaways is that the vast majority of people who contributed financially gave $.05-.50 a
week. In 2026 value, that’s $0.56-$5.62 a week. One more math gives us $29-$292 a year. Naming that $5/
week today can be significant for some of us, what is more interesting is that the church, or benevolence, was
supported then as it is today, by simple gifts. Your gifts. What you give is significant to you and sharing it
with Trinity to sustain our work in the school district and across the world is generous. Trinity’s budget is
maintained by a few families that can afford a lot, and by a lot of families and people who care deeply. When
you give, not what you give, is the treasure. It was in 1956 and still is in 2026. Thank you for participating in
the life and mission of Trinity Mt Morris.

REFLECT on the small ways you see God in your daily life.
PRAY for the many in and connected to Trinity who are looking and listening for God’s Word.
GIVE thanks that our Lord will make grace visible in grand and subtle ways.

Use this QR code for electronic giving to Trinity’s ministry

Highlights of 2026 SG2W

Strong Girls 2 Women 2026 was
all about building our self-esteem,
creating friendships and
expanding our imagination for all
we can do. We enjoyed a Strong
Girls are Legendary them, and our
week included crafts, games,
snacks, team building, amazing
mentors, and stories from our
adult leaders about their
childhood struggles. We had 14
girls, 10 leaders andjunior leaders, &=
and 6 adults throughout the week.
Thank you to all who support this
amazing, empowering camp!
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Legendary Strong Girls 2026




Role Models
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Mt. Morris Police Officer, Cassie
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Three Things 1 Hope'; 9
You Remember

LBeing Different Can Become Your Superpower
2 Don’t Let Others Write Your Story
3.Dream Big, Start Small

Everything J do is about helping people feel
better, learn something, or find hope again.

Elizabeth, MSN/MBA, RN

Brooke, Global Humanitarian



Community VBS at Trinity

July offers many
opportunities in Mt Morris
and Community VBS is one
of them. We are privileged to
host VBS alongside our -
friends at the Brethren Church and Disciples UMC
July 13-16. We are committed to ensuring it is free
for any kiddo, which means raising funds. Your coins
and designated gifts support the cost of camp in order
for our young friends to have an excellent experience.

Thank you for your generosity.

Noisy Offerlng

Helping Loaves and Fish Food Pantry!

In July, we will be collecting Ketchup, pickles,
mustard, and other condiments. Items can be put in
the grocery cart at the West entrance or in the bin at
the South entrance.

Thank you for your generosity!

Thank you, Trinity family
for your generous support
of Loaves & Fish Food
Pantry. The monthly

: collections of food/
household items have been very much appreciated by
our neighbors, providing a nice variety!

Just a reminder - we are always looking for new
volunteers! If you would like to volunteer, or learn
more about the pantry, please call the pantry phone
(815-613-8776).

Thanks again, Barb Diehl

June Council Highlights

e Preparations are complete for outdoor worship
and the ice cream social. The church's new
portable sound system has been successfully
installed and tested. Organ repairs are scheduled
for June 23.

e Council approved a $100 donation of food items
to support the United Way Buddy Bags program,
which helps address childhood food insecurity in
the area.

e Vacation Bible School planning is progressing
well, with supplies ordered and strong
participation expected. The Strong Girls 2
Women program has also seen excellent
registration numbers.

e Outreach efforts continue with planning for
PorchFest, support for the Loaves and Fish Food
Pantry, and strong participation in the Lutheran
Outdoor Ministries Center workday. Trinity also
hosted the NIS Central Conference meeting,
Welcoming 17 attendees representing
approximatly seven churches.

o Council continues to explore options for creating
a new church pictorial directory and discussed the
importance of helping members connect names
with faces within the congregation.

Director, Loaves & Fish Food Pantry

Financial Report: May 2026

Total Monthly Budget Income $ 30,937.98
Total Monthly Budget Expense $ 26,318.77
Year-to-date Budget Income $103,031.90
Year-to-date Budget Expense $107,608.72

Year-to-date Income Surplus (Deficit) $ (4,576.82)

Trinity offers electronic giving free for members who wish to have
their contribution debited automatically from a checking or savings
account. Forms are available in the office.

Worship in-person: Sat. 5:30 p.m.; Sun. 9:30 a.m. | Worship online: YouTube; facebook.com/ticmm; www.trinitymmil.net
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Important Dates to Note

Church Office closed—July 3 & 6

No Saturday Worship—July 4

Vacation Bible School—July 13-16

No Saturday Worship—July 25

Joint Sat. & Sun. Worship Service at LOMC—July 26
Trinity Racial Justice Team Meeting—August 2
Blessing Students & School Workers—Aug. 22 & 23
No Saturday Worship—September 19

Joint Sat. & Sun. Worship—September 20

Block Party (after worship)—September 20

Sunday School Begins—September 27

Loaves & Fish Food Pantry

409 W. Brayton Rd., Mt. Morris, IL 61054.
(Lower level of the Church of the Brethren.)

Hours: 1st & 3rd Thur. 3:30 — 6 p.m.
2nd & 4th Mon. 2 —4:30 p.m.

Anyone in Mt. Morris or Leaf River experiencing
food insecurity is eligible. Do not need a referral or
proof of income. If questions, contact 8§15-613-8776
or www.facebook.com/LFpantryMM.

Lifeline Food Pantry

201 N. 3rd St., Suite 6, Oregon, IL 61061. Contact
them at 815-732-7891. (Oregon residents only.)
Hours: Mon. & Wed. closed
Tue. 1:30 - 4:00 p.m. (food only)
Thur. 1:00 - 4:30 p.m. (food &clothing)
Fri. 1:30 - 4:30 p.m. (food & clothing)
Sat. 10:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. (clothing only)




